[Potential role of the Epstein-Barr virus in the pathogenesis of systemic lupus erythematosus and kidney diseases].
Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) is mainly regarded as a tumorigenic agent widely distributed in the adult population. Recent results also indicate its potential role in systemic autoimmune diseases as well as in renal disorders. This is thought to be due to the virus's capacity to invade B cells and change from the lytic linear form to the circular latent one, which allows restriction in its gene expression array. In this way the virus avoids recognition by CD4+ and CD8+ cells and escapes immunological control. Defective control of lytic and/or latent EBV infection may contribute to the development of systemic or renal pathology.